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NOTES 



RECENT CHANGES IN THE 
BUILDING — Two important 
changes are being made in the 
interior of the Museum building, 
and are now nearly completed, which we 
believe will commend themselves to visitors 
as decided improvements. The first is the 
new flooring of the picture galleries. 
Those who have been familiar with these 
galleries during the last few years know 
but too well that the old floors had reached 
the end of their usefulness, and had passed 
the stage when further patching or re- 
pairing was possible, some of them having 
been subjected to daily service for more 
than thirty years. Last year, therefore, 
the Trustees determined that new floors, 
of a modern type, should be substituted, 
and the question of the most suitable 
material from the various points of view 
which had to be considered was made the 
subject of careful study and investigation. 
As a result compressed cork was selected, 
and an appropriation having been granted 
for the purpose, twenty of the twenty-one 
picture galleries have now been equipped 
accordingly, the remaining one being the 
Marquand Gallery, on which an oak floor 
was laid two years ago. This compressed 
cork is usually laid in the form of square 
tiles — and hence is commonly spoken of 
as cork tiling — but it was feared that these 
squares would give too much of a checker- 
board appearance to the large areas of 
some of our galleries, and therefore the 
sheets in which the material is prepared 
were cut into strips and laid in a herring- 
bone pattern, with straight borders along 
the walls. The color is the natural color 
of cork, in which there is sufficient variety 
of shade to prevent monotony of effect 
and to preserve the interest which a well- 
made wooden floor would have. The 
strips are laid directly upon a fireproof 
concrete bed, and one of the considerations 



which led to the selection of cork as a 
material was the fact that, laid in this 
manner, fire experts regard it as a very 
low risk, it being much less combustible 
than wood. Its other advantages for 
our purpose are that the color is soft 
and agreeable, it does not reflect too 
much light on the pictures, it is elastic 
and agreeable to walk on, it is silent — 
there will be no more clacking of heels 
in our picture galleries — and it spares 
the visitor the "museum fatigue" which 
is caused by walking or standing on 
waxed or polished floors. The work of 
laying the new floors is now approaching 
completion, and will probably be entirely 
finished by the time this Bulletin is 
issued. 

The second change referred to is the 
entire renovation of our restaurant. The 
restaurant has never been an attractive 
place to visitors, partly because of its 
location, it being necessarily situated in 
the basement, but equally because of its 
dark and cheerless aspect, while the fact 
that it was so far removed from the toilet- 
rooms of the Museum has also been a 
serious drawback. The changes which 
were begun in the latter part of August 
were undertaken with a view to obviating, 
as far as possible, these and other defects, 
and making the restaurant a place where 
visitors may pass the noon hour comfort- 
ably and quietly. The room itself will be 
redecorated in a simple style, but with 
lighter colors than before, and it will have 
a concrete floor covered with suitable 
material. Connected with the restaurant 
will be a rest-room for women, with a 
toilet-room attached, the equipment of 
which will include wash-basins with hot 
and cold water, while a smoking-room will 
be provided for men, also with lavatories. 
In the kitchen an entirely new and modern 
outfit will be installed. The work in this 
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part of the building is being pushed rapidly 
in the hope that the restaurant may be re- 
opened to the public during the autumn. 

The Library — The additions to the 
Library during July and August were one 
hundred and two volumes; of these eighty- 
seven were purchased, and fifteen were 
presented. 

The names of the donors are Mr. John 
H. Buck, Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin, & 
Company, Mr. H. W. Kent, Miss Amy 



Kohlsaat, Mr. Jesse Landon, Dr. Antonio 
Mufioz, Mr. G. J. de Osma, Mr. Garrett 
Chatfield Pier, Mr. Justus Pfeiffen, and 
Mr. J. I. Sanford. 

The attendance during the two months 
was one thousand and seventy-eight. 

The Bulletin is sent to all of the mem- 
bers of the Museum. Should anyone fail 
to receive it, the Secretary would be glad to 
be notified of the fact, and to be informed of 
the member's correct address. 
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COMPLETE LIST OF ACCESSIONS AND LOANS 

JULY 20 TO SEPTEMBER 20, I912 
CLASS OBJECT SOURCE 

Antiquities — Classical.... *Part of a male figure, fragment 

from an archaic Greek relief of 
marble Purchase. 

*MarbIe head of Athena, archaistic Purchase. 

*Greek funeral vase, of marble Purchase. 

*Eight bronze vases, fragment of a 
ninth, and one silver vase, ar- 
chaic period Purchase. 

Arms and Armor fHarness, complete steel, Gothic; 

point and shield of tilting lance, 
fifteenth century ; closed casque, 
sixteenth century; halberd, 
*Not yet on Exhibition. f Recent Accessions Room (Floor 1, Room 6) 
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